
Founded in 2022 by Corey & Morgan Kersting 

Where it all began: In 2018 our son (11) went to Chico, CA for an audition for Newsies. Then 

he got a callback. We were thrilled and suddenly very aware of what that commitment would 

look like if he were cast in a show out of town: driving 2 hours (roundtrip) 4-5 days a week for 

rehearsals (plus weeks of performances). While we supported him fully, that sounded like a lot 

more than we actually had time for. We wished there was a local theatre whose main focus was 

youth musical performances and education.  

Center Stage Productions was started with the vision to give youth in the Yuba-Sutter area an 

opportunity to participate in full stage musicals in their local community. One goal for our 

company is to provide a safe, fun, and educational environment for youth. Through workshops 

and productions, students will learn theatre history, etiquette, as well as superstitions. They will 

be given opportunities to build their portfolios, have headshots done, improve their audition 

skills, and write a resume. Participants will be given opportunities to choreograph and direct, 

when appropriate, in order to gain a better understanding of what it takes to put on a show. We 

want participants to leave with skills that will help them further their passion for musical 

theatre.  

Thank you for supporting these kids and our new theatre company as we get things started!  

We look forward to providing more opportunities for our community’s youth in the near future! 

        -Corey and Morgan Kersting 

Powered by Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture  



 Welcome to the debut production of our new youth theatre company, 

Center Stage Productions! The performance you are about to see is a concert 

revue featuring musical theatre songs that reflect the theme of Seizing the 

Day. We are so excited that you have joined us for this performance, and we 

truly hope that you enjoy it!  

 We are so grateful to Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture for taking us under 

their wing and supporting us as we have worked to bring this idea to 

fruition.  We would also like to thank our program sponsors that have 

graciously donated toward this production. And most of all, we want to 

recognize the youth that you will see performing today! Their energy, 

enthusiasm, attitude, and willingness to learn has been inspirational. Some 

of these kids are veteran actors, and some of them are brand new to the 

theatre stage. Some have been dancing since they were toddlers, and 

some...have just recently found their right foot!  It has been a pleasure to 

watch mentoring take place among the kids and relationships being built in 

the process. We hope that you enjoy the performance and that you are 

reminded to make the most of what life has to offer and to "Seize the Day!"  

Center Stage Productions 

What’s Happening Next: 

Corey Kersting, Director Morgan Kersting, Director 

Jerusha Reid, Choreographer Lacey Carney, Choreographer 

 

Youth Musical Theatre Workshops! 

Whether you are new to theatre, or just ready to brush up some skills, 
we will have something for you! Join us for specific workshops each 

month designed to give you the tools, knowledge and experience to 
make you a better actor. We will cover everything from etiquette and 
auditions to choreography and character building! Workshops will be 

geared to all ages and levels of experience,  

  
September 17, 2022: Auditioning 101 

October 22, 2022: Theatre History, Etiquette & Superstitions 

November 12, 2022 Characterization & Acting 

January 21, 2023: Blocking & Choreography 

February 11, 2023: Stay Tuned 
March 18, 2023 :Stay Tuned 

April 22 & April 29, 2023: Auditions for our first ever Youth Musical! 

Follow us on Facebook 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/centerstageproductions.ys 

for the most up to date information and to register! 

All events will take place at Sutter Theater Center for the Arts 

754 Plumas Street, Yuba City 

https://yubasutterarts.org/ 



Yuba Sutter Arts is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has been serving this region 
since 1981. We are the arts agency officially designated by Yuba and Sutter Counties as 
the local partner of the California Arts Council. 

Our Vision 

The vision of Yuba Sutter Arts is for our region to experience art every day and to 
recognize the arts in the everyday. 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to expand artistic awareness of and engagement in the arts, to encourage 
local communities to reach their full potential by developing arts programs that serve their 
needs, and to provide access to the arts in rural and under-served areas throughout Yuba 
and Sutter counties. Yuba Sutter Arts plays an essential role in our communities to ensure 
the highest quality and widest variety of arts and cultural activities and presentations are 
available for our community. To support a full creative life for all, Yuba Sutter Arts & 
Culture commits to championing policies and practices of cultural equality that empower a 
just, diverse, inclusive and equitable community.  

https://yubasutterarts.org/ 

When we (Corey & Morgan) approached the Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture in April of this year, 

we were optimistically hoping that the theater would be available to rent for a performance 

sometime at the end of the summer (and that it would fit our budget!). When David, Abbie, & 

Shawntay heard what our goal was in creating this new theatre company, they surprised us 

by offering to fully support Center Stage Productions, physically and financially! We are so 

thankful to YSAC for taking a chance on us and our vision! We are looking forward to 

continuing to work with them as we move forward building Center Stage Productions! 

Sarah Lee, owner of Creative Flow Institute, generously gifted us their dance floor to 

use on the stage, saving us $500 that it would have cost to go buy supplies to create 

our own dance floor! We appreciate her generous spirit and desire to see kids 

express themselves creatively! 

Jilleen Menghini, owner of Studio B 

Academy of Ballet donated her time and 

tap boards to us, as we choreographed 

King of New York! We appreciate her 

guidance & willingness to support her 

students in and out of the classroom! 

Thank you to George Unpingco for sharing 

his time and gift of photography with us, 

and providing our families with a recording 

of the production!!  We appreciate your 

generosity!! 



Seize the Day from Newsies - Full Company 

Soloist: Aedan DeMeritt 

Music by Alan Menken, Lyrics by Jack Feldman, Arr. by Mac Huff 

Something About This Night from Finding Neverland -  Senior Company 

Soloists: Cameron Kersting, Taleah Abolt, Desiree Justus, Brooke Kersting 

Music and Lyrics by Gary Barlow and Eliot Kennedy 

I Know It's Today from Shrek The Musical  - Bella DiGiacomo, Addison Kersting, 
 Danielle Gatlin 

Music by Jeanine Tesori, Lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire 

When I Grow Up from Matilda the Musical — Junior Company 

Soloists: Kiara Marino, Elyse Ramirez, Adalice Dunn, Avery Kersting, Kate Carney,   
Wesley Black, Lexy Osburn, Camzin Black 

Music and Lyrics by Tim Minchin 

We're All Made of Stars from Finding Neverland — Junior Company 

Soloists: Kylie DeMeritt, Olivia Micheli, Ella Barrow, Ava Sylvia, Savannah Black 

Ukulele Players: Paige Clements, Danielle Gatlin, Taleah Abolt 

Music and Lyrics by Gary Barlow and Eliot Kennedy 

What is This Feeling? from Wicked  - Senior Company 

Soloists: Ella Rhody, Olivia Rhody 

Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 

Start of Something New from High School Musical - Aedan DeMeritt, Danielle Gatlin 

Music and Lyrics by Matthew Gerrard and Robbie Nevil 

Why We Tell the Story from Once on this Island - Full Company 

Soloists: Lexy Osburn, Desiree Justus, Cooper Garcia-Floyd, Violet Copier, Kiara Marino 

Music by Stephen Flaherty, Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens  

To find out how you can become a Center Stage 

Productions Sponsor & help continue to provide 

opportunities like these in our community, please email us 

at centerstageproductions.ys@gmail.com 



I Have a Dream from Mamma Mia! - Full Company 

Soloist: Brooke Kersting, Kelsey Kiehn Watkins, Ava Sylvia, Ella Barrow, Victoria Corona 

Music and Lyrics by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus 

A Million Dreams  from The Greatest Showman - Junior Company 

Soloists: Tristan Black, Kylie DeMeritt, Adalice Dunn, Grace Rasmussen, Savannah Black,  
Cooper Garcia-Floyd 

Dancers: Addison Kersting, Ella Rhody, Cooper Garcia-Floyd 

Music and Lyrics by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul 

Anything You Can Do from Annie Get Your Gun - Paige Clements, Cameron Kersting 

Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin 

King of New York from Newsies - Senior Company 

Tap Dancers: Bella DiGiacomo, Cooper Garcia-Floyd, Avery Kersting, Elyse Ramirez, Ella Rhody, 
Danielle Gatlin, Brooke Kersting, Cameron Kersting 

Tap Choreography by: Cameron Kersting 

Music by Alan Menken, Lyrics by Jack Feldman 

This is Me from The Greatest Showman - Full Company 

Soloists: Kelsey Kiehn Watkins, Violet Copier, Taleah Abolt, Desiree Justus 

Music and Lyrics by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul 

 

Seize the Day  

Cast & Crew!! 

- Chris & Beckie Kersting 

We hope you enjoyed the show! 

Seize the Day posters, signed by the whole cast, are available for $10 in the lobby! 

Please feel free to “meet the cast” after the show! 
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